TANN    The Avenues Neighbourhood Network

                         Minutes of Meeting held 8.00pm Monday 16 May 2011 
1. PRESENT 
John Garrett, Derek Massey (chaired this meeting), Fr Christopher Cook, Helen McCann, R Crosland, Mike Pendray, David Pendray, C Williams, Laura Robertson-Collins, PCSO Dan Devine, 
Angela Lansley, Emma Giff, Jaki Giff, Joe Prendergast, Francine Palant, Brenda Henley, 
Cllr Tim Beaumont.

APOLOGIES 
PC Colin Graham, PCSO Kat Davis, Jan Pell, Dinah Dossor, Margaret Greenwood, Cllr Elaine Allen, 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Minutes of meeting held Monday 21 March 2011 were amended as follows: 
item 2b), the site address for posting events and news was changed to news@tann.org.uk   
The minutes, with the amendment, were then agreed, proposed Brenda Henley, 
seconded Joe Prendergast.


3. NOTICE OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Vote of thanks to Paul Clein
b) Bandstand concerts
c) Nuisance trees
d) MWDA meeting
e) McMillan Charity Night

4. MATTERS ARISING
None

5. COMMUNITY POLICING REPORT
a) PCSO Dan Devine, new colleague for Kat Davis and first-time attender at a TANN meeting supplied the following information. The figures cover period 1st April to 15th May. 
Burglaries – two. 
Theft from motor vehicles – six, including two sets of number plates, and one attempted theft of 
number plates.
Theft of motor vehicle – one.
Criminal damage to a dwelling – one, window broken on Ullet Road.
Theft of pedal cycle – one, from a shed in Hartington Road. 

6. SOCIAL EVENT June 25th
a) Brenda Henley reported that party planning was well underway, a children’s entertainer, ”Mr Stix”, “The Peacemakers” band and the venue were booked. Responsibilities for soft drink sale, buffet, tickets and publicity were allocated. Planned expenditure is: entertainer £180, band £200 hall hire £105, total £485. Foodstuffs, raffle prizes and publicity costs to be donated or obtained free.

b) The question of insurance had not yet been settled, conflicting advice had been received as to its necessity. Discussion provided no definte will, so Angela Lansley agreed to contact LCVS (Liverpool Council for Voluntary Services) for their advice, and the meeting left the final decision of whether or not to purchase a policy up to the party planners. 

7. WEBSITE NEWS
a) John Garret reported the site had 353 visits in the last month, and that more space is now available for posting of news stories. A young volunteer to post information about youth events and interests is still sought – any volunteers out there? 


b) Despite its having been mentioned in the newsletter on many occasions more advertising of the existence of the site was suggested by John. He had a small number of coloured postcards printed recently (£35 for 200) which have been distributed to local shops, pubs, cafes etc. He agreed to get a price for 1500 cards which could be distributed via the newsletter system. 

8. VISIT OF COUNCILLOR TIM BEAUMONT
Tim Beaumont, councillor for and resident of Picton Ward, addressed the meeting on the subject of the dereliction of Toxteth Cemetery. It is part of our conservation area and contains many buildings and monuments of historical, cultural and architectural importance, as well as being a peaceful, beautiful and quiet space in a busy city. Lack of money has led to its sad state of repair. He is keen to redress this situation and suggests setting up a “friends of Toxteth Cemetery” group. He hopes TANN residents would take an active interest in this. 
Publicity for this plan could be offered via our website and newsletter and Tim agreed to liaise with us to get items into both. 


9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Vote of thanks to Paul Clein 
John Garret proposed a vote of thanks to outgoing councillor Paul Clein. Paul has been a councillor in Liverpool for 19 years. He has been a stalwart attender of TANN meetings and has offered us much support and worked hard on our behalf on many TANN projects, queries and problems over the years.
We are very grateful for his commitment and offer our thanks for it and our best wishes for whatever he takes on next. Brenda agreed to write him a letter of thanks.

b) Sefton Park Bandstand Concerts
Derek Massey, who is a member of the Sefton Park Forum, has been working (in the absence of any council efforts in this) to initiate public concerts at the bandstand. He has arranged six Sunday concerts where bands will play free of charge. Dates, June 5th, June 26th, July 3rd, July 10th, 
July 17th, July 31st and Aug 14th; all at 2pm. The only cost will be insurance and TANN is asked to foot the bill temporarily if necessary, since the council can’t pay directly. The cost is £102 and TANN would be paid back in full. This was debated and agreed.

c) Nuisance Trees 
A TANN resident has approached us with regard to the nuisance value of large trees in neighbouring gardens. Apart from the issue of blocked light the roots can cause damage to dividing walls, drains and buildings; there is also the fear of such trees falling and damaging the nearby homes. TANN has researched this problem: the city council has no remit to deal with such issues; it is entirely up to the person suffering the nuisance who should consult with the owner of the offending tree. If negotiations fail then litigation is the final resort.
 
d) MWDA Consultation
Joe Prendergast reported that Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority is presently consulting over the siting of waste incineration facilities. The closing date for the consultation is 20 June and if TANN residents had views in this matter they should make them known to MWDA by that date.

e) McMillan Fund-raising Event 
This will take place at the Unitarian Church Hall on Saturday 21st May at 7.30pm, tickets are £20 each and cover food, drinks and entertainment.

f) St Agnes’ Cheese Tasting Evening
On Friday 27th May St Agnes’ church hall will be the venue for another Cheese Tasting evening. It starts at 7.30pm and tickets cost £8.


DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
               
8.00pm Monday 18th July  2011 St Agnes’ Church Hall

